There are two ways to go for a winter bride.

One is to follow the traditions of the season and opt for holiday red or
green. The appeal of this is that the colors are timeless and dramatic, and
post-holiday brides can make a killing at poinsettia and holly sales.

The other way to go is to think outside the box.
Picture a winter wedding with pale blue tulle
gowns reminiscent of “The Nutcracker” ballet,
accented with silver accessories, in a reception
hall filled with silver-sprayed tree branches
entwined with twinkle lights.

Or imagine a winter white wedding, with the
bride and her attendants all in white, accented
with bouquets of gold-sprayed petals, pearls and
beading, and soft piles of artificial snow lining the
aisle and reception hall. (But make certain you
make arrangements to have it all cleaned up promptly!)

Consider a deep royal blue velvet dress for your attendants, accented with
silver or white, and snowflake accents on each table.

Winter is the season for glitter, used in a way that a spring, summer or
autumn bride cannot dare. Deck your hall in evergreens and pretty fake snow
mounds. Entwine pillars and mantels with garlands accented with fruited
accents, or with crystal ornaments. Make certain your hall positively glows with
candlelight, since night descends quickly in these winter months.

A bride in winter should luxuriate in rich
. fabrics—this is the time for heavy satins and
brocades, the only time for velvets and furs. Don’t
just feel like a princess on your wedding day—at
this time of year you can be majestic and queenly
with a fur-trimmed or satin-lined cape, or a fluffy
muff accented with a jeweled brooch or dramatic

corsage of orchids or roses.

Think of a theme, like the aforementioned “Nutcracker” ballet, or a
Russian-accented “Doctor Zhivago” style with its jewel tones and snow. Rent a



copy of one of these classics and pay close attention to the color tones and
fashion styles.

Modern brides can also put a surprise twist on the seasonal shades—instead
of red, go with a hot pink or magenta; instead of dark green, opt instead for a
brilliant, gleaming emerald shade. Be brave and select a glittery gold or a
sleek silver dress and then go crazy with the accent colors. In the wintertime,
you can let your imagination soar.

And as for the old-fashioned, tradition-minded Christmas season bride—go
ahead and revel in those reds and greens, pile on the poinsettias and Christmas
trees, and be merry. Tis the season....



